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Disaster Memorial Museums pre and post 3.11. 1T
BB % D {L#EE /Disaster Memorial Museum
Figures made by Elizabeth Maly; Julia Gerster &
Elizabeth Maly (2022) Japan’s Disaster Memorial
Museums and framing 3.11: Othering the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear disaster in cultural memory,
Contemporary Japan, 34:2, 187-209, DOI:
10.1080/18692729.2022.2112479
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Julia Gerster & Elizabeth Maly
(2022) Japan’s Disaster
Memorial Museums and
framing 3.11: Othering the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
disaster in cultural memory,
Contemporary Japan, 34:2,
187-209, DOI:
10.1080/18692729.2022.2112
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Name

Operator and location

Focus of the exhibition

Mission Statement/ Description as stated by the facility.

*translated from Jaianese bi the authors

5.Miyagi
3.11 Disaster Memorial
Museum

Miyagi Prefecture
(Location: Ishinomaki
City)

Overview of the impact of the tsunami on
Miyagi Prefecture and DRR.

1. Iwate Tsunami Iwate Prefecture Overview on impact of tsunami and Protecting lives, and living together with the ocean and earth. To never again experience the sadness of the Great East Japan
Memorial Museum (Location: earthquake on Iwate Prefecture, public Earthquake and Tsunami. (...)The Iwate Tsunami Memorial will share the wisdom of our predecessors, the reality of the
Rikuzentakata City) response and scientific background of Great
earthquakes and tsunamis. East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami and the lessons we’ve learned with the world to become a society strong against natural
disaster.
2 Unosumai Tsunami Kamaishi City Impact of the tsunami on the Unosumai district, | A facility that conveys the events and lessons learned from the earthquake and promotes disaster prevention.
Memorial Hall evacuation procedures and recovery. Meeting
space for residents.
3.3.11 Great East Japan Tono City Focus on disaster support )
Earthquake Tono City * - i . i - - .
Logistics Support Museum This museum was built to pl{bllsh valuab!e mate_nals 1_'elated tologistical support activities, such as handwritten documents
and photographs kept by the city, and to widely disseminate the lessons learned from these activities.
40Ofunat . Ofunato City Focus on the impact of the tsunami on Ofunato | Many of the victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake did not escape, were on the way, or returned to their homes. If they had
. 0 Tsunami . . . . . .
City and DRR evacuated earlier, more people would have survived. Ofunato Tsunami Museum is the place to convey the threat and experience
Museum of the tsunami to posterity through images and storytellers.

*(...)In order not to repeat the same sadness and chaos, it is our duty to pass the memory of the Great East Japan
Earthquake and the lessons to future generations. We have to move towards the revitalization and reconstruction of the
disaster area, and keep on heading forwards and working together with the people and the community. The Miyagi 3.11
Disaster Memorial Museum was built to meet these responsibilities and to renew this vow to the future. To prepare for the
coming disasters, we have to share these lessons and strengthen the interaction with people from across the country and
worldwide.

6.Ruins of Koyo High
School Kesennuma City
Memorial Museum

Kesennuma City

Impact of the tsunami on the school building and|
evacuation efforts of children and school staff.

The goal of the Ruins of the Great East Japan Earthquake Kesennuma City Memorial Museum is to preserve the memories and
lessons of the disaster for the future and serve as “visible evidence” that continues ringing alarm bells, contributing to
Kesennuma City’s initiative to achieve the target of zero tsunami deaths.

Elementary School

school, rescue of the children and staff, and
recovery efforts of Sendai City. Strong DRR
approach.

7.3.11 Higashi Matsushima Impact of the tsunami on *The "Higashi Matsushima 3.11 Disaster Recovery Memorial Museum" will continue to display and introduce records
Disast S . - . .
R:ca(fveerry City Higashimatsushima City and recovery of the Great East Japan Earthquake, and the reconstruction status, etc., and pass them on to future generations to prevent
Memorial efforts. weathering of the earthquake and foster disaster prevention awareness.
Museum
8 Sendai Sendai City Permanent exhibition about the local impact *The Sendai 3.11 Memorial Community Center aims to be a base for connecting to the future and the world by preserving
) . ofthe tsunami and the recovery process. wisdom and lessons from our memory and experience through communication.
3.11 Memorial Temporary exhibitions highlight different
Community Center aspects of disasters.
9.The Ruins of Arahama Sendai City Impact of the tsunami on Arahama Elementary | It is our city’s goal to never again fall victim to a tsunami, to pass on the lessons we learned also and to show the real threat of

tsunami to future generations. For these reasons, the ruins of the Arahama Elementary School building will be preserved, along
with other records, and opened to the public.
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Iwanuma City

The debris from the tsunami is evidence of the many lives spent in this place. It was used as the foundation of the hills to memorialize the tsunami

10. Small museum that and reflect the emotions of those affected by it. The result is a memorial park that preserves the remains of the communities as a way to

Millenium focuses on the tsunami disseminate the memories of the disaster and the lessons learned from it, both domestically and internationally. It also serves as a place for disaster-
mitigation education.

Hope Hill inside a memorial

Aino Kama park.

Park

11. The Yamamoto Town Impact of the tsunami on *Nakahama Elementary, which has saved the lives of 90 children and local residents, was opened to the public as a place for disaster education and

Ruins of Nakahama Elementary with the aim of passing on the memories on the enormous damage caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake to posterity, preventing weathering of

Nakahama school, rescue of the the earthquake and raising awareness of disaster prevention.

Elementary children and staff, DRR

School and recovery efforts of

‘Yamamoto Town.

Memorial Hall

12.  Great Fukushima Prefoctu Focus on nuclear disaster. It is the common desire of the people who experienced it themselves that the lessons and records from this massive and compound disaster never
East Japan ukushima Frelecture Overview on nuclear faced by the world before, and the history of the steady recovery process that followed, are gathered, preserved and investigated, so that they can be
Earthquake (Location: Futaba Town) accident and its impact on passed on to following generations and shared with the world without fading away.
and Nuclear Fukushima Prefecture.
Disaster 5
. Focus on evacuation and

Memorial
Museum recovery procedures.

Temporary exhibitions

introduce

community

Tesponses.
13 Fukushi Focus on energy issues. Commutan Fukushima (Communication Building of the Centre for Environmental Creation, Fukushima prefecture) was established as a facility

. uKushima Exhibition on nuclear with the aim to respond to anxiety and questions from the residents of Fukushima prefecture, to help their understanding of radiation and

Crammmiam Prefecture (Location: energy, renewable energy, environmental issues from a familiar perspective, and to deepen their awareness of

and overview on the . . . . . . Lo
Fukushima Miharu Town) nuclear disaster. environmental recovery and creation. (...) We are aiming for the opportunity for children and various organizations to share the

(Not a disaster museum knowledge and deepen consciousness by learning and experiencing in Commutan Fukushima and to consider, create

but included for different

reasons explained below) and send information of Fukushima's future from their respective

standpoints.

14. Soma City Fe ¢ .. *This facility was built as a place for the bereaved families left behind and in memory of the victims of the earthquake and uses photographs of the
Traditional ocus on tsunami m scenery of the Ohama / Haragama area and  the Isobe area, which were damaged by the tsunami of the Great East Japan Earthquake, to show to the
Requiem tsunami inundated coming generations. It was built for the purpose of making it a place for exchange, and exhibits photographs of the scenery before the earthquake and

area.

local events, as well as video records of the day of the ~ earthquake.

Revitalization
Museum

15. Namie Town Focus on the impact of the | *In order to pass on to future generations the memories and records of the region as well as the threats and lessons learned from the Great East
Earthquake tsunami on the school Japan Earthquake, and to help raise awareness of disaster risk reduction, the town's damaged elementary school is opened to the public as
remains Ukedo building and evacuation disaster heritage (shinsai iko).
Elementary procedure of the children
School and staff. Mentioning of the
nuclear disaster in videos.
. Tomioka Town Tomioka Town’s history The museum showcases various features of Tomioka Town, as well as the natural and nuclear disasters that occurred in this area. (...) Imagine what
16.  Tomioka 3 . N . " . N . . 3
and heritage. The tsunami would happen if a complex disaster like the one in Tomioka occurred in your area. It just might change the way you look at the future.
Archive Museum and nuclear disaster are
presented as part of the
town’s history.
17.  Twaki Iwaki City Focus on tsunami The Usuiso district of Iwaki, which was devastated by the tsunami that struck the city on 11 March 2011, is now home to anew facility that aims to
3.11 Memorial N preserve the memories and lessons learnt from the Great East Japan Earthquake so that they can be passed down to future generations.
and

and DRR
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) Overview on impact of tsunami and
earthquake on Iwate Prefecture,
public response and scientific
background of earthquakes and
tsunamis.

Overview of the impact of the
tsunami on Miyagi Prefecture and
DRR.
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Museum

Operator (location) Main Focus
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Focus on the nuclear
disaster.

Overview on the nuclear
accident and its impact
on Fukushima
Prefecture.

Focus on evacuation
and recovery
procedures.
Temporary exhibitions
introduce community
responses.

Mission Statement
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Diversity and Disaster Memory

Sunhee Lee; Julia Gerster, Nao Sakaguchi, Mariko Ogawa and
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Name

Prefectural museums

Iwate TSUNAMI Memorial Museum
Miyagi 3.11 Disaster Memorial Museum

Great East Japan Earthquake and
Nuclear Disaster Memorial Museum

Municipal Museums

Ofunato Tsunami Museum

Bosai Gakushu Center

Kesen Junior High School

Kadonowaki Elementary School

Okawa Elementary School

3.11 Disaster Recovery Memorial Museum Nobiru
Sendai 3.11 Memorial Community Center

The Ruins of Arahama Elementary School

Natori Memorial Museum

Earthquake Remains Ukedo Elementary School
Tomioka Archive Museum

Iwaki 3.11 Memorial and Revitalization Museum

Prefecture Year of opening

Iwate
Miyagi

Fukushima

Iwate
Iwate
Iwate
Miyagi
Miyagi
Miyagi
Miyagi
Miyagi
Miyagi
Fukushima
Fukushima
Fukushima

2019
2021

2020

2013
2023
2021
2022
2021
2017
2016
2017
2020
2021
2021
2020

Year of analyzed exhibition data

2023
2023

2022

2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2022
2024
2024
2023
2024
2023
2023
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Understanding how gender relations
shape women’s and men’s lives is
critical to disaster risk reduction
(DRR). This is because women’s and
men’s different roles,
responsibilities, and access to
resources influence how each will be
affected by different hazards, and
how they will cope with and recover
from disaster. Unequal power
relations between women and men
mean that, despite the incredible
resilience and capacity for survival
that women often exhibit in the face
of disaster, they also experience a
range of gender-specific
vulnerabilities. (Oxfam 2022)

B\
0

(4G |
SR

/

D‘H=H-\\~

NI EJFEASTS

TS,
Rbeh ot IS |\ S HERTHF

a.'l /
2O T IR Y%
Cor S Ol o T o SpiRE T AT
HEFTITTOMEN ) vy < 3

|~
N

-
T
’/lll

3,
=

mn
«T

AN RS o
O

B\ ok o} (S AT N ) ol \

i

QNTRS CIE RS NI

DR C Y ok A T 7759
RS L FEdEN RO HIZ;

b
N
O
N €
>
S S-S > S Y80 OVRE

. BH RO A NeF A R H

N
N

N
PN
N

¢\ Ol o O 1 7 o
N | HFC &[] R AN

O 71 ol
SRR

< (N

7/



v —/], BRINIZELG K EDEE
REAKXREXDHH

KERF

s RORDIT

%ﬁ%‘kb’\J FEIFELICRIZRE T
NE, B LG >-EHmBDHEE
<<<EIE1§
c WHAMTHERBIDOMNES (EERARK. TESH)
c TJTANY— (BBA. FbLADHEESE)
e ML (X2 TaB%R) ..
EHEEFRE
Representation (EHER ; BIAERECHIRNERDITEAENEH)
LR KRBDIFEAELNEH
B4
KER , BRENLEBRMZ LY, £FEFRTERICG 2 EBENZLY




GRETXEOEN DG NER

c HSEXMEDFZRBRLGVMEEEITTVD, HBY 75\5)%):&(:?}
LTEHLLGWVEIZANEZL (DFY - LWOBBEYITITEITHEE

FRERBRENT. BEAZAD)

. TREE| ATBE LTREENT

BE) ST AEMREBEICETZADDICEEAS L

. , )/:l: O — IFEEBEBE LTHY EIF TV o= (RG-S
c REHLEE DAL
cEAL—A—DFRY FT—Y [ZBEMNB

I EREEDHENEAEEEALTENE M ST

Vavax

°* ..F




llml\

= dh /l\/-—

£ V) ZRRIL K E LA - B DE

SRR =—X

c [EEE  RITBHE HEFTTCHELREDE
AEAN I FEDE, KFEHEOE. BROE
s REDVA /)T 4 BEFIE

et AT A/ )T 4

e 7L JLF—

« Ry hL.




E(ZMEIT T

-@ﬁéAK GEREODFEE, FalL —X—VEEDLHEE
A LR EREEIECT

cEfEEOHTLHHEAIENCT

e VI VA —ZEREICEL TERIE S

s LRI A DIEFZ Ltk L. FHMNZAH

e [WAWER] Zr/&1T 5.5







\\/I_LLL

IRZE I DWW TES

e
c BEDEEIE BAE
c TURIVT —HA T ERHERREX

l:ll

BRI CBEEAKREXLE AT F
T—0 3y 7T —X T —)L:

c KEBESTT47

e T RINT —HAAT DT =03y
« ART 4T —5




IN—IN\— FRKZEDIDAIZDINT

* 011FRBAAREXRZRZEIC, N—N—FRFTFT4>¥ -0 71
Ty 7 —HARMHEATIE. BREET O XILT—HA T Japan
Disasters Digital Archive. (LU TFIDA) DBEF L 7=,

¢ IDAICIE. TYRILT —HATORTLRNTEHREINTWAS OV T
/%%ﬂ%%bﬁﬁwﬁﬁf BINECRE., B CE5#gEL L
B L TW3S

« IBII, AAFICHL T, Ff-AaryTrYoRECEFEI T
/ODXQT ﬁﬁ%ﬂt%ﬁigt%?ﬁﬁbfj’o“) BT X
—hATICESE#ELTWS




wmwz@% . @4 AL 93y, /—b TFAT—
v a viEE @t#%% 74-QV7/3/%%1\?—7\
BT & DF| %@@@%ET1—%47W HBHAVT Y
AEIBFT LI ENAIEETH B, Flo. /— MEEEA{FE-> T, O
VA x%vﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁfmz%vt%?%%

éb_\74-ﬂvﬁ/3/i @%%ﬁ ST=E5 L0 I
TAHZENAIEETH D, IFEEE HBENKEDH -7
1%@%@U?ﬁémﬁﬁfﬁb% &ﬁT§%

e A MO — /3/% X, WX ECcarvy T oY EEEYRRYT
5T ENTE DR T%% XSC, AT YV OEBNRE
%t—r«v/f%ﬁt\ﬁ#%ﬁiﬁézt?\:y%yv
NN EIcasE L TERREINS,










‘r—3 v

Roughly half
of the items in
the archive
(about 840,000
out of 1.7
mllhon? conta
1n geo-location
1n the
metadata.



A BT
4

« X
- A —> 3> (5AT)
« FHER

Varay

i ~F eee



The JDA Workshop



Today’s talk (Open Access)

Julia Gerster & Elizabeth Maly (2022) Japan’s Disaster Memorial
Museums and framing 3.11: Othering the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear disaster in cultural memory, Contemporary Japan, 34:2,
187-209, DOI: 10.1080/18692729.2022.2112479
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